Association of Lac Brassard (ALBA)

Minutes of the Annual meeting

December 6,2003

The Annual meeting was held at Françoise Saumure and Robert Bessette's home. 

Present: Robert Bessette, Françoise Saumure, Adrian Jones, Hugh Finsten, Monique Beauchesne, Monique Laplante, Denyse Rachel Beauchesne, Louis-Charles Veilleux, Bud Slattery, Marjoire Moreau-Turpin, Glenna Roberts, Gaetan and Carol Beaudoin, Allan & Marilyn Dolenko, Helen and John Baxter, Buddhist Community, Alain Veilleux, Dominique Allard and Paul Philippe, Joyce Harpell & Judith Miller, Suzanne Taschereau & Paul Brennan, Donald Pineau 

Regrets: Denis Yanick and Sylvie Roy, Brent MacInnis and Leslie Watson, Jean Pertus & Carine Karkour, Raymond Rocan & Sylvie Cyr 

Meeting presided by: Françoise Saumure 

There was a minute of silence, in memory of Peter Roberts and Roland Turpin. The following points were discussed: 

1. Water Quality and Lac Brassard. Françoise Saumure and Joyce Harpell updated all on actions undertaken by the Municipality and the Federation des lacs de Val- des-Monts: 

· The Municipality undertook a pilot project on lake St. Pierre and examined 500 septic fields. Some 20 people did not know whether they had a system. All had to conform. The Municipality hired a technician, purchased equipment and undertook an awareness campaign on phosphates in the water. 

· Lac Brassard was tested for levels of phosphates in water in the spring. There were three tests done on our lake, at 20 feet of depth. The results showed that water in Lac Brassard is excellent. 

· The Municipality hopes to inspect 1000 septic systems between May and October. Lacs Bataille et Rehaume, and some of the older sections of Grand and McGregor are being targeted. There will be random testing of other lakes in Val-des-Monts. 

· Environmental signs will be erected on the 366 and 307 in January to encourage lake front property owners to care for our lakes. 

· A pamphlet designed to raise awareness of water quality issues will be distributed to all households in Val-des-Monts early in the new year. 
Several proposals were made for greater involvement of ALBA in ensuring water 

quality: 

1. That the Association conduct tests for phosphates, ecoli and bacteria, in multiple sites of Lac Brassard, including those where there is still water. (Proposed by Robert Bessette, seconded by Bud Slattery, passed) 

2. That ALBA work closely with the Federation to ensure that lakes that feed into Lac Brassard also meet the norms. Que I' Association travaille en lien avec la federation pour assurer que les lacs qui alimentent le notre rencontrent les normes (Propose par Adrian Jones) 

3. That ALBA establish a data base based on voluntary contributions, to monitor the frequency and costs of emptying septic systems. (Proposed by Adrian Jones, seconded by Marylyn Dolenko). Adrian volunteered to set up a web page, and Marilyn to help keep up the data base that would ask members to identify whether they have a wet or dry system, and when it was last emptied. Adrian will communicate with members via e-mail, through ALBA. Findings will be shared with the Federation. 

Other proposals were made, in support of residents taking responsibility for ensuring water quality in the lake: 

· That we use low phosphate household products 

· That permanent residents' septic systems be emptied every two years. 

· Spring (May) is a good time to have your septic system emptied. 

· That we try to get group prices for emptying septic systems. Donald Pineau volunteered to coordinate an attempt to do so this spring. 

2. Amis du Lac Brassard. Bud Slattery reported on the activities of Amis du Lac Brassard (ALB). He reported that ownership of the dam is no longer the issue. 

The new strategy is to focus on fair and equal treatment with what had been on Dam Lake. The emphasis will be at the provincial level. We are looking to a cost- sharing formula with the municipality, and to infrastructure programs. 

3. Municipal Recycling plan. The Municipality has adopted a recycling plan. The Director of Public Works will purchase blue boxes and distribute them to all residences. Costs will be integrated in our taxes. Beginning in the summer, garbage will be collected every two weeks, and recycling every other week - 

basically alternating between garbage and recycling pick-up. In the meantime, you may put your recyclable materials in the bins at La Villa, Marche Richelieu or the Municipal Offices. ALBA will follow up with the company responsible for recycling to find out whether materials are indeed recycled or sent to a land- fill.

4. Financial Report. There is a balance of $1,474 in the ALBA account. Membership fees of $ 15. per resident property was collected from those in attendance. Members are asked to make their contributions ASAP. 

5. List of residents. Maintaining an up to date physical and electronic address list of members will allow rapid sharing of information and ongoing community dialogue. Adrian Jones, Suzanne Taschereau and Paul Brennan have volunteered to ensure communication with in both French and English. Joyce Harpell is the contact point for ALBA for any changes in members' coordinates. 

6. Neighborhood Watch. Robert Bessette reported that there have been few robberies around the lake. To ensure our collective safety, please: 1) notify neighbours if you will be away on vacation or travel, and/or notify Robert Bessette if you have been victim of a break-in; 2) ensure that garbage cans are put away and mailboxes emptied; 3) record license plates of cars that you do not recognize. 

7. Other points: 

· Please, watch your dogs on the lake in winter. Ensure they do not go onto the lake when the ice is thin, so that your neighbors are not faced with having to save them, or worse... 

· A representative of the Vietnamese community expressed his appreciation for the invitation to attend the ALBA meeting, and share his community's wish that we can enjoy each other as neighbors. He also raised the potential interest of the community in a hydro-electric micro-project at the site of the dam. He suggested that the government may be interested in supporting such an endeavor financially, in light of precedents elsewhere. They were referred to Amis du Lac Brassard. 

· In the summer meeting of ALBA, we will discuss alternatives for snow removal. 

8. Elections to ALBA's Executive committee 

Françoise Saumure and Allan Dolenko have completed their mandate. The Assembly thanked them for their contributions. 

Joyce Harpell and Suzanne Taschereau will remain on the Executive. Three new members were elected to the Executive committee: 

Adrian Jones: nominated by Paul Brennan, seconded by Judith Miller

Denyse-Rachel Beauchesne: nominated by Monique Laplante, seconded by Alain Veilleux

Paul Brennan: nominated by Françoise Saumure, seconded by Adrian Jones.

