Association du Lac Brassard (ALBA)

Minutes of the annual meeting

28 November 2004

Present (20)  Robert Bessette and Françoise Saumure, Adrian Jones, Pierre and Suzanne Monfil, Simon Ruel; Vivianne Larose, Denyse Rachell Beauchesne et Louis-Charles Veilleux, Bud Slattery and Marie Louise Dufresne, Denis Yannick; Marjorie Turpin; Alain Veilleux, Joyce Harpell and Judith Miller, Suzanne Taschereau and Paul Brennan; Marie Gaplin.

Suzanne Taschereau presided over the meeting

1.  Welcome and Agenda

Suzanne welcomed all - names and addresses of new owners were distributed.  The Buddhist community and Donald Pineau sent their regrets for their absence.  The president gave an overview of the goals of the Association as noted in the constitution and proposed the Agenda.

2.  Minutes

The 2003 annual meeting minutes were read. They were moved by Pierre Monfils and seconded by Marjorie Turpin.  Unanimously adopted.

3.  Report on the achievements of the Executive

a) Activities to bring together the community 


The executive met six times during the year


A Newsletter was distributed. The executive delivered the newsletter 

personally to members of the Association. The personal contact and the information provided were much appreciated.  Of the 33 owners, 27 renewed their membership.

The summer dock party was a great  success.  Members agreed that the activity should be repeated annually.

Adrian gave a brief summary of the information available on the web site.  Members unanimously congratulated Adrian for his excellent work.  Members were given the electronic address “www.albawebinfo.com”.  A user guide is available.

A section of the web site is reserved for information concerning les Amis du Lac Brassard.  

A list of Association members was distributed and other changes were suggested.  Please contact Adrian for any questions concerning the site, changes on the list of members or any other items or suggestions.

A draft of the map of the lake was also distributed.  Members were asked to inform Denyse Rachel Beauchesne of changes to be made.  A coloured plastic map will be available in 2005.

b) Activities related to the environment and security

Signs will be posted (“Motorboats prohibited” and “Danger – Dam”)  Alain Veilleux will assist in choosing the proper location to put the Dam signs.  

The executive, as well as Alain and Louis-Charles Veilleux, organized a “corvée” to clean up the dam of dead wood.  It was proposed that from now on, the executive invite members of ALBA to participate in a yearly clean-up which could culminate with a  bonfire 

The executive will be responsible for testing the water quality and follow up on the water levels.  The quality of the lake’s water is above the norms for phosphorous.  ALBA will take note and share data on water levels and water fluctuations with other  lake associations in the area that have web sites..   

Proposed by Paul Brennan.  To protect our lake, and in accordance with our concern for the environment, it was proposed that the Alba Executive be given the mandate to  question the Municipality, through the Federation of Lakes, about the regulation for a 50 foot setback from the lake for new construction and new septic tanks.  

Moved by Françoise and approved unanimously.

Proposed by Bud Slattery.  That the Executive propose a series of measures to further protect the environment of the lake, including 

a) Bring the rules up to date  and prepare recommendations for changes to  the rules, if necessary 

b) Prepare a welcome package for newcomers to the lake containing both municipal requirements for building including collective “code of conduct” to protect water quality and the environment (such as no motor boats, no use of pesticides, etc.)  

Moved by Hugh Finsten and approved unanimously

c) Relations with the Federation of Associations of Lakes from Val Des Monts

The Federation of Associations of Lakes de Val Des Monts now comprises 19 associations representing 27 lakes.  It is a unique community initiative in Quebec.  ALBA is an active member of the Federation.  Joyce Harpel reported on the benefits to our association 

Thanks to the Federation, the lake associations of VDM meets regularly with both the Municiipality of Val-des-Monts and the Société de la faune et des parcs du Québec to develop and implement action plans for improving and protecting the water quality of our lakes.

The Federation keeps water quality and lake capacity on the municipal agenda as it pertains to the quality of life and rate of development around the lakes of VDM. The Federation meets five times a year with the Municipality and the Société.  It is an important lobby group of lake association presidents who are committed to speak up and work collectively to ensure safe and clean water for generations to come.

The Federation participates actively with the Municipality regarding the ongoing Septic System Inspections.  It sponsors the annual Water Day to promote awareness and educate lakeside residents.  This past year it produced, in collaboration with the Municipality, a pamphlet entitled “Take care of paradise – what to do to improve water quality?”  Another part of the public awareness campaign involves erecting two large signs on both the Highways 366 and 307.  The Federation has developed and approved a Water Quality Protocol for the bi-annual testing of lake water by measuring the level of phosphorus and the clarity of member lake associations’ water.  Henri Fournier, senior biologist of the Société compiles test results from the various lakes and reports back at the Federation meetings.

4.  ALBA 2005 Financial Statement

Adrian Jones presented and distributed the 2004 financial statement.  Members of the Association were satisfied with the financial management of the Association’s funds.   The financial statement was approved unanimously.

5.  Future challenges

a) Regional Development

At the November meeting of the Federation of Lake Associations, Marc Carrière, mayor of VDM, reported on a proposed 1,000-acre development in Lac St Pierre and Lac McArthur.  This proposed “environmentally friendly” development would involve, among other features, 2,000 condos, two golf courses, two marinas, a medical centre, underground parking and electric ground transportation.  The mayor promised to keep the Federation informed and to involve the lake associations of Lac McArthur, Lac St. Pierre and Grand Lake in discussions with the developer.

The Federation realizes it cannot stop development, but it wants to have a say in helping to shape and control the rate of development thereby safeguarding and enhancing the natural habitat of our shorelines and our watershed.  ALBA’s active participation in the Federation of Lake Associations will continue to be critical for the well being of Lac Brassard in the light of this proposed development on and around the Rivière Blanche watershed in VDM. The executive will keep members informed

b) Update on the Dam

Denis Yannick provided an update on measures under consideration by AMIS and next steps to address the long term issues related to the DAM.

6. Election of 2005 Executive.

Four members of the executive have been re-elected:  Adrian Jones, Joyce Harpel, Denyse Rachel Beauchesne and Suzanne Taschereau.  Paul Brennan did not seek re-election as he wants to devote his time working actively with the Amis du Lac Brassard.  Two new members were elected:  Maria Galpin and Vivianne Larose

