ALBA – Association du Lac Brassard Association

Welcome
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Welcome to newcomers to the lake… Maria, Chet and Siobhan Galpin   (63 chemin Kamanik).    
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Sunday, August 15 11:00AM to 2:00PM.

(Alternate date:  Sunday, August 22)
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WHAT’S UP DOCK? You are cordially invited to the Annual ALBA summer party, to be held in the middle of the lake on several floating docks that will be brought together for the occasion, complete with a BBQ.  Come by boat, canoe, pedalo or kayak… If you can contribute your deck, please let us know. There will be races and prizes. Don’t forget life jackets and sunscreen.   

WE WILL PROVIDE hot dogs, quality sausages from the village butcher, veggie dogs, condiments and bottled water.  Bring any other drinks or snacks in your cooler so that you can take them back after the party.   

R.S.V.P.  Please contact Denyse Rachel Beauchesne by phone (671-1477) or e-mail (katima@videotron.ca) to confirm your presence AND if you want to help out with preparations.  

ON ANOTHER NOTE …Members of your Executive have been busy over the last six months attending various meetings and following issues that concern all of us.  Read summaries of key points you should know about on the next few pages…  

Water Quality
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ALBA tests water quality twice a year.  In the spring, results showed a .005 level of phosphorous and clarity to 17.5 feet.  These readings classify our lake as one with clear water, with very low levels of phosphorus, algae and nutrients.  Here is what you can do to maintain our water quality: 

· Install your septic system as far away from the lake as you can, and respect municipal and provincial laws.  

· Leave a wooded area 15 meters deep (about 50 feet) from the water’s edge to absorb surface run off and minimize or slow down erosion

· Do not dump toxic products such as motor oil, paint or solvent in your septic system or on the ground.  

· Use untreated wood for your deck and dock.   With time, chemicals in treated wood can infiltrate the soil and watershed.
· Use phosphate free detergents

· Do not wash yourself in the lake

· Avoid using pesticides and fertilizers in your gardens and lawns.  

For more information contact Suzanne, Joyce or Denyse Rachel

news from the Municipality: septic inspections, recycling, water level management 
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Provincial law requires that septic tanks be emptied every two years (residents) or every 4 years (summer cottages). The municipality will be inspecting 1000 septic tanks in lakes in the region between May and October.  You will receive a notice by mail two weeks prior to the inspectors’ visit.  Please ensure your septic tank is accessible.   If you are interested in exploring the possibility of a group price to empty your septic tank, contact Donald Pineau at 671-1770.
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The Municipality has adopted a recycling plan.  Door-to-door collection of recyclable materials with rolling bins (to be provided) will be done every two weeks from September 2004.  In order to offset the costs, and beginning in October 2004, waste collection will be done every two weeks except for the months of June to September inclusive.  For more information, call Paul Brennan at 671-8852 or consult the Municipality’s web-site at www.mrcdescollines.com
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Water levels on the lakes Brassard, Grand and Dam have fluctuated significantly over the years and in any given summer.  In the past, residents on this and surrounding lakes have attempted to regulate water flow at the upper and lower damns.  The optimum level of water is critical for proper functioning of the dams.  Representatives of these lakes have agreed to monitor lake water levels for one year, and to meet every month to share information, with a view to reviewing requirements with the Municipality at the end of the year.  Residents are asked to keep off the damns and to refrain from tampering with water levels.  For more information, please contact Adrian Jones or visit http:\\woodsgood.ca\ALBAWaterLevel.htm
LOOKING FOR RELIABLE HELP???
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In the spirit of helping our neighbours and supporting the local economy, here are a few names of good, reliable local talent:

· Painter:  Tony Treleaven (819) 827-2234
· Window cleaner and jack-of-all trades:  Chris Shipman (613) 858-2935 (cell), home (819) 669-0533)  
If you know a qualified trades-person who is also interested in working for others around the lake, contact your Executive. 

If you notice a dead animal in the lake, or find yourself having to deal with a situation that affects the community, then don’t hesitate to call a member of the Executive for help.     

DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES
If you haven’t yet made your contribution to ALBA, a member of the Executive will be calling on you to support the Association for the meager sum of $15.   For this amount, you will receive a bi-annual newsletter and a list of ALBA members.  Also, you will benefit from an Executive that follows up on matters of community concern, and a sense of being part of an active community that looks out for its members.  

Your Executive:

Denyse Rachel Beauchesne


671-1477

Joyce Harpell 



671-5949

Adrian Jones




671-3730

Suzanne Taschereau & Paul Brennan
671-8852

